
Dear Students, 

  

This is to confirm some plans and to update you on changes to other plans for continued learning that 

were announced last Friday. 

  

All Tara classes are going to take place on a distance-learning basis, from home, for the next two 

weeks. Please remember that we are striving to continue learning while also allowing for social 

distancing. These are not “snow days” or other days “off”. Similarly, we are attempting to keep 

ourselves engaged in the real world, especially as we are all self-isolating and becoming even more 

dependent on phones and other devices than previously. Teachers are working hard to create lesson 

plans that do not immediately put us into google classrooms or Zoom calls. If distance learning is to 

continue after Spring Break, we will consider integrating some of these tools appropriately, and we will 

help you to learn and navigate them. 

  

Over the next two weeks, you should plan to spend roughly the equivalent amount of time on 

schoolwork that you would have spent in the classroom and on homework under “normal” conditions. 

The guidelines we have provided teachers are:  

2-3 hours daily for main lesson work and  

1-1.5 hours daily on math, world language and English each.  

You may still be asked to stop by the school to pick up or drop off materials periodically. If this presents 

an undue burden for your family or your family is uncomfortable with this, please communicate with 

your teacher to make alternative plans. 

  

We are grateful for feedback on how you adjust to this method and how the work is filling your time 

over the next couple of weeks. We know that it will eventually get frustrating to have to stay home; we 

hope that your studies will provide some engaging work for your body, soul and spirit! This is a big 

experiment for everyone, and we appreciate your input as our community works together to navigate 

this unprecedented situation. 

  

Updates: 

  

Math, world language and English classes will continue with the distance-learning plans articulated last 

Friday. 

  

The ninth grade play is postponed. The ninth grade will join the tenth grade for a parallel Comedy & 

Tragedy and History through Drama experience guided by Catherine. 

  

The eleventh grade Parzival block will no longer take place on campus; it will join all other classes in a 

distance-learning format. 

  

Students should receive email assignments for the day or the week from each of their teachers by 10:00 

a.m. daily. Please watch carefully for these and let us know if you're not receiving. Taking the initiative 

to reach out to your teachers is recommended if you have not heard from them!! 



  

Individual musical voice hearings will continue to be scheduled with the few remaining students needed. 

These meetings of up to three people (student + Laurel + Matt) will only be held in the well-ventilated 

annex with six feet between each person if your parents agree that you may do so. Obviously, if you or 

anyone else living in your home is sick or thinks they might be getting sick, these meetings should be 

cancelled. You should not hesitate about this.  

  

Sadly, the seniors’ Europe trip was cancelled when the travel ban was extended to the UK. We are 

currently looking at creating an alternative experience for the seniors closer to home. At the same time, 

we are actively taking steps to reschedule the NYC trip for next fall. 

  

We are encouraging faculty, and we encourage you as well, to say the daily morning verse at 10:00 a.m. 

every day if you wish to do so. If each of us says the verse in our own homes, we can energetically 

maintain an element of our community, even across a distance. If you feel weird about speaking the 

verse aloud to yourself, don’t fret, do it quietly or ask others to join in if you wish! 

  

As always, we remind you to wash your hands often, avoid contact with others, cover your coughs and 

sneezes, and do whatever you do in your family to boost your own immune system. Please do not 

hesitate to reach out to any Leadership Council member to talk about any of this. We are happy to share 

our rationale and process with you. 

  

In health and community, 

  

Greer Galloway, Catherine Barricklow, Laurel Fisher, Betsy Barricklow 

Tara Leadership Council 

 


